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Global Urban and Community Development Leaders to Gather in Atlanta
ATLANTA, Ga., Aug. 2, 2017 – Urban and community development leaders from around the world are gathering on October 10-11 in Atlanta for a unique conference where attendees will co-design equitable and sustainable neighborhoods of the future.

Together, attendees at the EcoDistricts Summit will dig in and unpack Atlanta’s urban redevelopment legacy, explore innovative projects, and uncover important breakthroughs. Attendees will engage with speakers and subject matter, sharing knowledge and developing solutions they will both apply in Atlanta and take back to their own communities.

WHAT:  2017 EcoDistricts Summit

WHEN:  October 10-11, 2017

WHERE: Georgia State University (Day 1) and the Loudermilk Conference Center (Day 2)


     Atlanta, Georgia

Press RSVP: Credentialed media can register for a complementary pass to the conference by contacting: events@ecodistricts.org.

Registration: Conference attendees can sign up here to take advantage of early bird registration, which ends on August 7.
Since 2012, the EcoDistricts Summit has visited a different city each year to address a broad spectrum of challenges in that city that apply to city-makers worldwide, including: neighborhood revitalization, income inequality, human health, housing, transportation, equity, resilience, climate protection, brownfield development, and mixed-use projects. Attendees at the 2016 EcoDistricts Summit in Denver came from 220 different organizations and 86 cities across 5 countries.

Atlanta, a city working to re-imagine itself after decades of sprawl and uneven investment that has led to some of the nation’s worst economic and racial inequalities, is a timely and important host. Today, the city that helped birth the American Civil Rights movement is on the cusp of breakthrough neighborhood development efforts that place equity, sustainability, and community governance squarely at the heart of the work.

EcoDistricts has enlisted a dynamic team of Atlanta leaders and national experts from Public Engagement Associates and Designing the We who specialize in designing real-time solutions to complex urban problems. EcoDistricts partnered with Enterprise Community Partners, Kresge Foundation, Kendeda Fund, City of Atlanta, Partnership for Southern Equity, Southface Institute, SixPitch, Center for Civic Innovation and others to unpack Atlanta with the goal of crowdsourcing a set of specific recommendations to accelerate neighborhood equity and sustainability that can be put to work immediately in global cities and projects.

Speakers and Attendees

This year’s line-up of speakers includes leaders in equitable, sustainable, and inclusive development and planning in Atlanta, including Nathaniel Smith, Founder and Chief Equity Officer for the Partnership for Southern Equity; Tim Keane, Commissioner of Planning and Community Development for the City of Atlanta; and Duriya Farooqui, Executive Director, Atlanta Committee for Progress. Each year, the Summit draws a diverse, multi-sector audience of leaders and speakers spanning municipal government, architecture, design, engineering, urban planning, sustainable development, civic engagement, community and economic development, community development and infrastructure design. 

Summit attendees will speak candidly about the most pressing issues affecting cities and explore how we can come together to “reimagine and redesign” solutions with intentionality and purpose using the EcoDistricts approach as a guide. There will be place- and topic-based labs, keynotes, inspirational TED-style speakers, breakthrough sessions and networking events. 

The EcoDistricts Summit provides a meaningful opportunity to connect with a growing community of leaders. It provides a platform to build lasting relationships and learn about the latest trends, best practices, and projects influencing the market, including the first generation of EcoDistricts Certified neighborhoods.

About EcoDistricts 
EcoDistricts is a nonprofit organization that advances a new standard for community development. Through its programs and certification standard, EcoDistricts helps build equitable, sustainable, and resilient neighborhoods for all. Learn more at https://ecodistricts.org.
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